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Nino Mier Gallery is pleased to announce its first solo exhibition with Brooklyn based artist, Zak Kitnick. The 
exhibition, titled SHAPES, will be on view in Los Angeles from January 22nd to February 27th, 2021. 
 
Through the appropriation of familiar patterns and forms, Kitnick navigates the intersection of art, decor, and 
utility as he examines the mutable boundaries between abstraction and function. 
 
Using commercially available cookie cutter sets traditionally used to create consumable objects, Kitnick maps out 
a cyclical lifespan in six stages, each delineated by a cast bronze work. Made by pressing the baking tools into 
wax slabs and adhering the wax shapes perpendicularly to their source before casting in bronze, the abstracted 
shapes hang outward from the wall with identical counterparts of negative space. While the six works as a whole 
portray chronological chapters of a lifetime, shapes outlining the lifespans of butterflies serve as vertex points 
marking both the beginning and the end of the series. The shapes, often ambiguous on their own, come to rely on 
their surrounding forms to achieve legibility and to establish their part in the overarching cycle. A circle becomes 
a ball when placed alongside the shapes of a bat and glove in the penultimate stage of the sequence. The allusion 
to baseball, a game driven by the goal of returning home, serves an additional metaphor for the completion of a 
cycle and overlaps with the goal of backgammon.  
 
Expanding on gameplay circumscribed to shapes and cyclical motivations, Kitnick assembles geometric patterns 
sourced from backgammon boards across six transformable aluminum works. Evoking qualities of mechanical 
reproduction, each piece is nearly identical in appearance with patterns achieved through interchangeable 
shapes cut from varying metals. The works individually possess a multipurpose functionality underscored by the 
inclusion of folding legs that allow each piece to hang on the wall or stand freely like a table. Calling into question 
the differing statuses of artworks and utilitarian objects, the fluctuating nature of these works is furthered as the 
appropriated patterns establish an easy flexibility between decorative motif and gameboard. Inviting viewers to 
engage in play, the works lend themselves to the circular pursuits of players and, with each move, acquire a patina 
reflecting their own lifespan. 
 
In addition to these bronze and aluminum works, Kitnick has created an edition of 12 unique works on paper that 
contain all the works in the show at 1-to-1 scale.  
 
Zak Kitnick (b. 1984 in Los Angeles, CA; lives and works in Brooklyn, NY) received his BFA from Bard College in 
2006 and his MFA from the Milton Avery Graduate School of the Arts at Bard College in 2015) Kitnick’s work has 
been presented in solo exhibitions at C L E A R I N G, New York and Brussels; Ribordy Contemporary, Geneva; 
White Flag Projects, St. Louis; and Off Vendome, Düsseldorf. His work has been included in group exhibitions 
at MoMA PS1, New York; the Queens Museum, New York; White Cube, London; and David Zwirner, New York. 
Kitnick’s work is also included in the collections of The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; ICA, Miami; 
MAMCO, Geneva; and Collezione Giancarlo e Danna Olgiati, Lugano.
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The Reincarnation Years In 
(Fox Run Mini Flower and Butterfly 11 Piece Cookie Cutter Set), 2020
Bronze
15 x 22 in
38.1 x 55.9 cm
(ZKI20.004)







The Baby Years 
(Baby Shower Cookie Cutter Set - 5 Piece - Onesie, Bib, Rattle, Bottle, Baby Carriage - Anne Clark Cookie Cutters - US Tin Plated Steel), 2020
Bronze
15 x 22 in
38.1 x 55.9 cm
(ZKI20.005)







The Productive Years  
(Construction Tools Cookie Cutter Set - 4 Piece - Saw, Pliers, Wrench, Hammer - Ann Clark - Tin Plated Steel), 2020
Bronze
10 x 14 in
25.4 x 35.6 cm
(ZKI20.006)







The Dog Years 
(R & M Industries 1947 Dog Bone Cookie Cutters, Set of 7), 2020
Bronze
10 x 14 in
25.4 x 35.6 cm
(ZKI20.007)







The Rounding Home Years 
(Baseball Cookie Cutter Set - 6 Piece - Bat, Ball, Glove, Jersey, Cap, Shoe - Ann Clark - Tin Plated Steel), 2020
Bronze
15 x 22 in
38.1 x 55.9 cm
(ZKI20.008)







The Reincarnation Years Out 
(Fox Run Mini Flower and Butterfly 11 Piece Cookie Cutter Set), 2020
Bronze
15 x 22 in
38.1 x 55.9 cm
(ZKI20.009)
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24 Month Calendar 1 (Finished Stainless), 2020
Aluminum, stainless steel, and hardware with aluminum and brass checkers
54 x 36 x 2 1/4 in
137.2 x 91.4 x 5.7 cm
(ZKI20.010)









24 Month Calendar 2 (Mill Brass), 2020
Aluminum, brass, and hardware with aluminum and brass checkers
54 x 36 x 2 1/4 in
137.2 x 91.4 x 5.7 cm
(ZKI20.011)









24 Month Calendar 3 (Mill Stainless), 2020
Aluminum, stainless steel, and hardware with aluminum and brass 
checkers
54 x 36 x 2 1/4 in
137.2 x 91.4 x 5.7 cm
(ZKI20.012)









24 Month Calendar 4 (Mill Steel), 2020
Aluminum, mild steel, and hardware with aluminum and brass checkers
54 x 36 x 2 1/4 in
137.2 x 91.4 x 5.7 cm
(ZKI20.013)









24 Month Calendar 5 (Finished Brass), 2020
Aluminum, brass, and hardware with aluminum and brass checkers
54 x 36 x 2 1/4 in
137.2 x 91.4 x 5.7 cm
(ZKI20.014)









24 Month Calendar 6 (Mill Copper), 2020
Aluminum, copper, and hardware with aluminum and brass checkers
54 x 36 x 2 1/4 in
137.2 x 91.4 x 5.7 cm
(ZKI20.015)









SHAPES 12 (gray primer), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.001)





SHAPES 4 (emerald green), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.002)





SHAPES 1 (rich plum), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.003)





SHAPES 3 (banner red), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.004)





SHAPES 2 (regal blue), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.005)





SHAPES 6 (true blue), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.006)





SHAPES 7 (sun yellow), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.007)





SHAPES 9 (cherry red), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.008)





SHAPES 8 (watermelon), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.009)





SHAPES 10 (periwinkle), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.010)





SHAPES 11 (pistachio), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.011)





SHAPES 5 (pumpkin orange), 2020
Spray paint on heavy duty paper
54 x 36 in
21.26 x 14.17 cm
(ZKI21.012)
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