1. Mariken van Heugten

Artist

‘Summer River’

Kujakumidori-iro is the smell of water of an abundant freshwater river floating
by, nearly overflowing, in summer. The banks are filled with trees and when you
let yourself float in it in the late afternoon, waterbirds land right beside your head
and fish jump after insects at your eye level.

The water is clear enough to see the bottom and the current is so strong that you

do not have to swim, you can just immerse yourself and be part of it.

2. Johanna Tagada Hoffbeck

Artist

‘Rhythm and Flow’

Kujakumidori-iro evokes rhythm and flow.

It reminds me of my family’s gardens in rural Alsace through time and my walks
in Meiji Jingu forest several years ago; both seem so alive in my memories as I
recall the gestures of the wind and rain through lush greenery. The prosperity of
a cup of tea and the lightness of a stroll with my husband, Jatinder, are also
evoked as I gaze at kujakumidori-iro.

Several of my photographs hold the precious memories of my grandmother and,

to some extent, keep her love of plants immortal.

3. Monica Subidé

Artist

‘Without Words’

I have spent days thinking about the question and postponing my answer
looking for a feeling in me in relation to the green kujakumidori-iro, and the
truth is that T am unable to answer: I cannot put words and concretely define the
color, which for me is more of an abstract emotion than a defined one.

Looking in my file I noticed that the green kujakumidori-iro... T tend to use it
more at the end of the process than at the beginning: it would be a green that
goes above the others, not underneath, and in which I find a brightness that I
don't find in the rest. The sharpness of colors has never interested me. In my
artistic process I am trying to work so that each color is not seen individually, but

can be intuited as it was at some moment of the process.

I cannot find words for my feelings with color, I think that the most beautiful
thing painters have is to be able to speak with it, without having to put words on
it. I think it is the viewers who will be able to express what colors make them
feel. When I paint, I neither feel nor think, it is the beauty of intuition: painting is
an action that lies between formalism and abstraction, the color and the action of
painting is for me a deja vu.
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